Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

As we enter the month of May, we begin to look forward in earnest to the summer season, helped along the way by the two Bank Holidays falling this month. For those who are not going away for these holidays, the same two weekends also see two Choral Evensong services at St. Mary’s (at 6.30 pm on 2nd and 30th May), so do come along if you can to hear the choir lead us in some beautiful music. 

During May, we shall be without Jeanne, who will be taking her very well deserved sabbatical. We wish her and Bruce a peaceful and restorative time and look forward to her return for the first Sunday in June. We are most fortunate in having the support of other clergy during Jeanne’s absence, especially Canon Andrew Wilson, who is due to be with us on no fewer than four Sundays, and we look forward to seeing him back among us. 

We also send our very best wishes to our Parish Secretary, Sarah Heady, who has now started her maternity leave; her baby is due to be born in May. We will be covering the Parish Office for as much as possible of the normal hours (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 10 am to 12 noon); please be understanding if there are times when this is not possible and you need to leave a message – we will get back to you as soon as we can.

We formally enter the administrative new year of the church this month, with the Archdeacon’s Visitation due to take place at Emmanuel Church, South Croydon, on the evening of 18th May. On this occasion, Church Wardens, Sidespeople and PCC members for our local churches are sworn in for the coming year. We are delighted to welcome Marian Hughes as our new Church Warden, and grateful to Lindsay Ould for her three years of wonderful service to us, and to Gordon Sadler for continuing in office for the coming year. Please do come along to support them on 18th May if you can; the hard work of our Wardens and others is vital to the ongoing mission of our church. 

May will also be a busy month in terms of our work outside of the church. Christian Aid week this year runs from 9th to 16th May. Please do consider whether you can help in any way with this important work to raise money for their projects in some of the world’s poorest nations, and in particular this year for their work in Kenya; Peter Wilson will welcome any additional volunteers! 

Before that, on 8th May, we will be holding our Car Boot Sale and Paws in the Park: these are always enjoyable events which give us a great opportunity to meet new people, so do come along if you can. 

As well as this, we will be opening the church to visitors each Sunday afternoon during the summer months (from 2.30 pm). Those who come very much appreciate the opportunity to see our beautiful church, and we are most grateful to Sheila Davison for organising this again this year and to all those who will take their turn on the rota. 

We have so much for which to thank God, as well as asking his blessing on our efforts to care for and develop all that he has entrusted to us. One of the collects for Rogation Tide (which also falls during May) expresses our hope that our part in God’s work may be fruitful:

God our Father,

you never cease the work you have begun

and prosper with your blessing all human labour:

make us wise and faithful stewards of your gifts

that we may serve the common good,

maintain the fabric of our world

and seek that justice where all may share

the good things that you pour upon us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and or ever. 

Amen.

Every blessing,

Catherine

